To the news media,

At seven o’clock this morning I was greeted by a parking lot as I tried to exit my subdivision, Southbridge.  Route 1 headed north was bumper-to-bumper traffic for as far as the eye could see.  A truck had been involved in an accident on I-95 at 5 o’clock in the morning but was still blocking two out of the three lanes of traffic.   People were trying to escape, unsuccessfully, on Route 1.   As drivers tried to force their way across through the traffic lights they would often get stuck in the intersection blocking those of us trying to get out of the subdivision and on to work; it took two rounds of the light changing before I could be on my way.  I wish that I could say that this is a rare and unusual occurrence, but unfortunately it seems to be becoming the norm.

24-hour Wal-Mart stores always seem to have someone in them no matter what time of day it is.  Just imagine the above scenario compounded by people scurrying into and out of a Wal-Mart located on Route 1.

The location on Route 1 between Wayside and Cherry Hill that Legend Properties, Inc. has proposed for a 24 hour Wal-Mart is simply inappropriate.  The community cannot handle an influx of 10,000 cars per day; we’re barely handling what we have now.  We are not opposed to the company of Wal-Mart.  They provide a valuable service to many communities.  But we are opposed to their locating their store in front of our homes on Route 1.  A Wal-Mart in that location will only serve to make our lives more difficult.  It will be harder for us to get in and out of our neighborhoods as we travel to work, school, church, shopping, leisure activities, etc.  The Potomac Mills area, with its wealth of shopping, is already a destination that most of us frequent.  If we choose to shop at Wal-Mart we can do it while we’re shopping at the other stores in Potomac Mills.  A Wal-Mart on Route 1 in Dumfries will not satisfy our need or desire to go up to Potomac Mills, so what’s the point?   

Sincerely,

