Legend Properties

3755 Seventh Terrace, Suite 301

Vero Beach, Florida 32960

Re: Southbridge subdivision in Virginia

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am a bit puzzled at your selection of a Wal-Mart to be placed right in front of the upscale community of Southbridge that you have worked so hard to develop.  

During the approval process of rezoning to accommodate the proposed town center, Legend Vice President Michael Anderson was quoted by Lisa Rein in the 12/4/2000 Washington Post as saying "You now have a market that's looking at Prince William County differently than five or seven years ago. It's become a high-tech area. If you read between the lines, you see that what they want here is higher-end housing."  In the 2/16/01 Washington Business Journal, Anderson was reported as saying that even though Southbridge's town center will be built within two miles of Potomac Mills they shouldn't compete.  He was further quoted as saying "Ours isn't meant to be outlet retail. It's meant to be more specialty retail. ... This is more pedestrian-oriented -- walking down the street, watching people go by. It's not Wal-Mart, Kmart, Sam's Club." 

The above comments by Legend is diametrically opposed to your current position of placing a Wal-Mart in the ‘high-tech area’ with ‘higher-end housing’ in Prince William County that will in fact be competing with the Wal-Mart in Potomac Mills.   So which Legend do we believe? I would hope that Legend Properties is a company with morals and not one that will merely say anything to get what it wants.

The commercial real estate in front of Southbridge would serve the surrounding community far better if it were a combination of office space, small upscale stores and fine restaurants.  With the increase in defense spending and its proximity to both Quantico and Fort Belvoir, this Route 1 location should be prime real estate.   In Southbridge you have created a Mona Lisa.  Why now desecrate her with the spray paint of a 24-hour superstore?

Baffled,

