Dear Ms. Barg,

During the timeframe of discussions about rezoning the waterfront area to allow for the town center to be built, Steven Ginsberg quoted you in the 1/18/01 Washington Post as saying

"I have watched many projects be proposed for this peninsula, and I have waited patiently for the proper project to come along," "I think this will be an opportunity for all of us to have a better quality of life."

Considering these statements I am a little puzzled how you could be in support of a Wal-Mart being built on Route 1 between Cherry Hill and Wayside.  As a resident and landowner in the Cherry Hill area for over 20 years I would think that you, of all people, would be against this.  I find it hard to believe that a Wal-Mart is the ‘proper’ type of project you have been waiting patiently for or that it is the vision that you have for your district and your neighbors.   I find it incredible that you feel that Wal-Mart is the kind of development that is needed to revitalize this part of Prince William County and I highly doubt that your constituents and neighbors would agree with you.  Do you honestly believe that Wal-Mart ‘will be an opportunity for all of us to have a better quality of life? As this eastern part of Prince William is becoming an upscale community, the last thing we need is for it to be desecrated by a large 24-hour superstore right at the entrance of a subdivision.  How can you expect that home property values will be sustained once we are reduced to being essentially part of a shopping mall parking lot surrounded by empty commercial buildings from the neighboring businesses that are bound to be driven out by Wal-Mart?

This location would be far more community friendly if it was utilized as office space.  With the increase in defense spending and its proximity to both Quantico and Fort Belvoir, this Route 1 location should be prime real estate.   A few upscale shops and fine restaurants for the residents and workers in the office buildings would be the perfect accompaniment.

I think Wal-Mart is a valuable addition to the right location.  However, Route 1 is not that location. We simply cannot handle an influx of 10,000 cars per day; we’re barely handling what we have now.    A Wal-Mart here will only serve to make our lives more difficult as it will be harder for us to get in and out of our neighborhoods as we travel to work, school, church, shopping, leisure activities, etc.  The Potomac Mills area, with its wealth of shopping, is already a destination that most of us frequent.  If we choose to shop at Wal-Mart we can do it while we’re shopping at the other stores in Potomac Mills.  A Wal-Mart on Route 1 in Dumfries will not satisfy our need or desire to go up to Potomac Mills, so what’s the point?  

As I stated earlier, I am truly baffled by your position of support for Wal-Mart and I would greatly appreciate your explaining to me your viewpoint on this matter.

Respectfully,

